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§ 47.4 Written request. 
(a) The formal written request shall 

be in the form of a letter or memo-
randum to an appropriate official of 
the financial institution from which fi-
nancial records are requested. The re-
quest shall be signed by the issuing of-
ficial, and shall set forth that official’s 
name, title, business address and busi-
ness phone number. The request shall 
also contain the following: 

(1) The identity of the customer or 
customers to whom the records per-
tain; 

(2) A reasonable description of the 
records sought; and 

(3) Such additional information as 
may be appropriate—e.g., the date on 
which the opportunity for the cus-
tomer to challenge the formal written 
request will expire, the date on which 
the requesting Departmental unit ex-
pects to present a certificate of compli-
ance with the applicable provisions of 
the Act, the name and title of the indi-
vidual (if known) to whom disclosure is 
to be made. 

(b) In cases where customer notice is 
delayed by court order, a copy of the 
court order shall be attached to the 
formal written request. 

§ 47.5 Certification. 
Prior to obtaining the requested 

records pursuant to a formal written 
request, an official of a rank des-
ignated by the head of the requesting 
Departmental unit shall certify in 
writing to the financial institution 
that the Departmental unit has com-
plied with the applicable provisions of 
the Act. 
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§ 48.1 Purpose. 
These regulations set forth the proce-

dure by which application may be made 
to the Attorney General for his ap-
proval of joint newspaper operating ar-
rangements entered into after July 24, 
1970, and for the filing with the Depart-
ment of Justice of the terms of a re-
newal or amendment of existing joint 
newspaper operating arrangements, as 
required by the Newspaper Preserva-
tion Act, Pub. L. 91–353, 84 Stat. 466, 15 
U.S.C. 1801 et seq. The Newspaper Pres-
ervation Act does not require that all 
joint newspaper operating arrange-
ments obtain the prior written consent 
of the Attorney General. The Act and 
these regulations provide a method for 
newspapers to obtain the benefit of a 
limited exemption from the antitrust 
laws if they desire to do so. Joint news-
paper operating arrangements that are 
put into effect without the prior writ-
ten consent of the Attorney General re-
main fully subject to the antitrust 
laws. 

§ 48.2 Definitions. 
(a) The term Attorney General means 

the Attorney General of the United 
States or his delegate, other than the 
Assistant Attorney General in charge 
of the Antitrust Division or other em-
ployee in the Antitrust Division. 

(b) The term Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral in charge of the Antitrust Division 
means the Assistant Attorney General 
in charge of the Antitrust Division or 
his delegate. 

(c) The term Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral for Administration means the As-
sistant Attorney General for Adminis-
tration or his delegate. 
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